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sin, or to gain religious merit. To make up this large
number, non-Brahmans are said to have been made Brah-
mans at the bidding of the Rajas. Here and there are
found a few sections of Brahmans, whom the more ortho-
dox Brahmans do not recognise as such, though the
ordinary members of the community regard them as an
inferior class of Brahmans. As an instance, the Marakas
of the Mysore State may be cited. Though it is difficult
to disprove the claim put forward by these people, many
demur to their being regarded as Brahmans.
The Lingayats, or Vlra Saivas, who are most numerous
in the Mysore State, have been described as a Puritan
order, who revolted from the Brahman supremacy and
caste rule under a certain Basava in the twelfth century.
The outward and visible sign of their religion is a red silk
scarf or metal casket containing the linga (phallic emblem),
which they wear on some part of the body.
The Jains, named after the twenty-four Jinas or Tlr-
thankaras (conquerors or teachers of schools of thought),
whose origin goes back to the sixth century B.C., are
another sect of nonconformists to Brahmanism. They
are chiefly found in Mysore, with headquarters at Sravana
Belgola, in the North and South Arcot districts, and South
Canara. The two main divisions are Digambara (sky-clad,
i.e. nude) and Swetambara (white-robed). A series of paint-
ings in the Minakshi temple at Madura illustrate the perse-
cution and impaling of the Jains on stakes by the Saivites.
It has been said that there are, in South India, possibly
a few representatives (Rajputs) of the old Kshatriya caste,
but the bulk of those who claim to belong thereto are pure
Dravidians. The Rajas of Jeypore (named after the cele-
brated town in North India) trace their pedigree back
through more than thirty generations to one Kanakasena
of the solar race of Kshatriyas. The Maharaja of Mysore
belongs to the Arasu caste of " Kshatriyas." And there is

